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It truly was an honor having the opportunity to serve the 
community throughout this past year. Great things have 
been put in motion and there is a lot of excitement for 
what is to come in the next few years.  

Dinner theater reached new highs this year with our 
two hilarious one act shows “Black Comedy” by Pe-
ter Schaffer and “Actor’s Nightmare” by Christopher 
Durang. Our entire cast did an amazing job and put in a 
lot of hard work especially our director Tanner Norrell. 
We also thank all those who were able to come out and 
attend. Without the support of the Lubbock community 
there is no way the show could have happened. 

We have had the blessing of watching this community 
grow and change over the last few years and it is truly 
an amazing sight. The freshman class is very impressive 
and they are going to grow into amazing leaders. The 
future of the community as a whole looks very bright as 
we pass on the torch to the interns for next year. Thank 
you for this amazing year.

Chris Smith and Kevin Mantooth

CSC Interns

Live out 
Shout Out From the Interns

Mission Statement: To provide college students 
with a welcoming faith community that will 
facilitate personal development and foster a 
culture of servant leadership through student 
ministries in communion with the Catholic 

Church.

We are coming to the end of the Easter Season, a season in 
which we experience not only new life within the Church 
with its newly initiated but also new life during the  
stations of the year with Spring being in full bloom and in 
Lubbock that means the gust force winds blowing through 
the Plains.  And yet we also find “new life” within this 
cycle as well.

Students are running around frantically trying to finish 
papers, projects and end-of-the-semester activities.  Some 
look forward to going home for the summer and then 
return in the fall for another semester while others finish out 
their academic careers and search for professional  
employment after years of university studies.

Whatever situation one may find oneself in, it’s important 
to recognize that as Christians we are called to “live life to 
the fullest”.  Soon we will experience Pentecost when the 
Holy Spirit comes among us so we may fulfill our mission 
as Jesus’ disciples in the world.  May each one of us take 
that mission to heart.  May we work together to fulfill our 
call as Jesus’ followers wherever we may find ourselves.

To those who will be returning in the fall for another  
academic year, may you have a good and safe summer.  
I’ll see you when you return.

To those who are graduating and leaving the St. Elizabeth 
worshipping community, I wish you well in all your future 
endeavors and may you know you always have a home 
here.

In St. Dominic and St. Catherine,
Fr. Emiliano Zapata, OP

Words From Our Pastor

St. Elizabeth’s
Catholic Student Center
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Dear Texas Tech Students, Parents, Alumni, and Friends

“Sing out, heavens, and rejoice, earth,
break forth into song, you mountains,
For the LORD comforts his people
and shows mercy to his afflicted.” (Isaiah 49:13)

I can describe how this semester went for the Catholic 
Student Ministries here at Saint Elizabeth Parish in one 
word: JOY! It is very refreshing being able to witness 
the joy of our community. It is the Joy of the Gospel of 
which Pope Francis speaks about in his Apostolic  
Exhortation Evangelii Gaudium (November 24, 2013). 
Our students are joyful when they come to celebrate 
Mass every Sunday. They are joyful when they take 
their different roles as leaders of the community. They 
are  
joyful when they share their faith and all they are with 
other college students and members of the Lubbock  
community and beyond. They are joyful because they 
have encountered the Lord. It is from this encounter that 
joy flows from our lives. This joy remains and permeates 
our existence in such way that it always renews our  
existence. 

The Joy of the Gospel leads us to build joyful communi-
ties. The Joy of the Gospel draws near those who for  
different reasons go astray. But the Joy of the Gospel 
would not be possible to spread without the willingness 
of the members of our community to participate in the 
mission of Christ. The Joy of the Gospel would not be 
possible to radiate without the support from so many 
different people in so many different ways. Thank you 
all for helping us to bring about the Joy of the Gospel to 
Texas Tech! Have a blessed summer.

Fr. Jorge Rátiva, O.P.
Campus Ministry Chaplain

Words from Our Chaplain
Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
I am blessed to say that Raider Awakening #50, Perfected 
by Weakness, was one to remember. We want to thank all 
of those who either donated through monetary donation or 
by prayers for they are very much appreciated. The Holy 
Spirit was on fire within the retreaters’ and staffer’ hearts 
all weekend and that couldn’t have been possible without 
your thoughts and prayers. Our staffers were on the ball and 
always willing to giving a helping hand, give up weekends, 
and to put the needs of the retreaters first. With it being our 
25 year anniversary, a group of alumni were on site on  
Saturday. We were honored to have Saturday mass with 
Most Rev. Plácido Rodríguez, CMF as well as Raider 
Awakening alumni who are now ordained priests. It was a 
beautiful sight to see all those who made Raider Awaken-
ing possible for the thousands of students who have expe-
rienced this throughout 25 years. This semester we had a 
total of 66 retreaters and each where filled with the love 
and peace of Our Lord and Savior within them, but most of 
all that we are all one big family. I am pleased to say that 
Raider Awakening #51: Made to Endure will be led by  
Jessica Baas as Coordinator and Chris Valenzuela as  
Rector! May we continue to pray for the retreaters and for 
our amazing staffers!  Here’s to another 25 years! 
“But he said to me, ‘My grace is sufficient for you, for my 
power is made perfect in weakness.’ Therefore I will boast 
all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of 
Christ may rest upon me. For the sake of Christ, then, I am 
content with weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, 
and calamities. For when I am weak, then I am strong.”                            
2 Corinthians 12:9-10  

Love, 
Raider Awakening #50 Rector
Elisa Ann Gonzalez

Raider Awakening #50
CSM taught me how to be a leader in my faith. I learned 
you don’t need to have all the answers; just a heart that’s 

ready to serve and the rest follows. Don’t be afraid to step 
up and let your unique qualities shine! And to students- 
Don’t worry about studying so much that you sacrifice 
making memories and don’t be so focused on making 

memories that you don’t pass your classes! It’s all about 
finding a healthy balance.

-Lizzy Ferris

Being involved with the student center was easily the best 
decision I made in college. I loved every moment of my 

time at St. Elizabeth’s. I will forever cherish the laughter, 
the friendship, and the faith formation that came from the 

past four years there.
-Megan Ketterer

The student center has been a place where I found a 
beautiful community of believers. It has helped strengthen 
my faith, challenged me to become a leader, and has been 
a source of comfort in times of hardship. Life at Texas 
Tech would not have been as joyful without it, and it has 
inspired me to live my life as a Christian In every way.
-Maria Olascoaga

The student center provided an amazing opportunity for 
me to share life with other believers and encourage each 
other in a Jesus loving community.
It’s a fun, energizing, and it provided me with long-
lasting, faith-filled friendships I won’t soon forget. The 
student center also provided me with opportunities to 
evangelize beyond St. Elizabeth’s to those on campus 
especially through the use of Raider Awakening.
-Tyser Robertson

From the Graduates
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Catholic Student Ministry, as many of your know, has been blessed with a generous donation for the 
construction of a new student center. The Board of Trustees formed a Building Committee in January 
2014 to focus on all the details needed to make this dream a reality. Here are the latest updates from the 
Building Committee:

• The facility will be a 20,000 square foot building. This building will hold office space, gathering 
spaces, classroom/meeting spaces, a large multipurpose room, a large kitchen, and the necessary 
support facilities for these rooms.
• The building will be constructed on the land, purchased by St. Elizabeth University Parish, lo-
cated east of the chapel and south of Main St.
• The donation of $5 million is currently in an LLC administrated by a Board of three people. 
• The Building Committee has determined a timeline for the new facility:

o Architect Selection – May – June 2014
o Programming – June – August 2014
o Fund-raising – April 2014 – May 2016
o Schematics & Visualization – August – October 2014
o Design Development – July – September 2015
o Construction Documents – November 2015 – February 2016
o Final Bidding & Contract – March – April 2016
o Construction – May 2016 – April 2017
o Move-in & Furniture Install – May – August 2017
o Open for Ministry – August 2017

As you can see, there is a lot of exciting things happening, but still a lot to accomplish before we can 
open the doors in August of 2017. We still wish/need to raise $1.9 million in order to make this com-
plete dream a reality. If you have not prayerfully considered a donation to this wonderful project, please 
do. If you know someone that would like to be a part of this by making a major donation, please let us 
know so we can approach them and give them the details of how they can help take Catholic Student 
Ministry to a whole new level.

Building for the Future Women Of Faith
Love. Strength. Hope. Patience. 
These things Women of Faith strived for as we continued 
the organization’s ministry. We continued our small faith 
groups and bible studies where we met once a week to 
share in faith discussions and fellowship with women in 
the Catholic Student Ministry community. This semester, 
our bible study focused on Philippians and Galatians. We 
concluded the year with a camping trip to Palo Duro  
Canyon where girls learned how to survive the cold, but 
most importantly rely on Christ, while having a blast! 
The leadership team loved serving the community this 
year and this organization will forever remain close to our 
hearts. This year was one filled with love, support and joy 
thanks to this ministry, and we cannot wait to see it grow 
even further in the coming years.
Thank you for your prayers and support.
 
In Him,
Women of Faith Leadership Team   

CHI RHO
Chi Rho has had a very busy semester, but a rewarding one! 
In March, we celebrated our 50th anniversary, inducted a 
pledge class of 12 new members, were involved in several 
service projects, exercised our faith, and strengthened 
our bonds in numerous brotherhood activities. At the 
end of this semester, we elected a new executive council 
consisting of President Drew Macha, Vice President 
Ryan White, Pledge Trainer Saida Santillan, Treasurer-
Secretary Gilbert Hernandez, Faith Coordinator Gabe 
Payan, Service Coordinator Tiffany Cavazos, Brotherhood 
Coordinator Jon Bernal, and many more committee chair 
holders. Now, we look forward to the next upcoming 
semester and are preparing our rush events to bring in a 
new group of incredible pledges! Here are some of the 
events we were involved in this semester, based on our 
three pillars of Faith, Service, and Brotherhood: 
Faith:
• Bible/prayer study and discussions
• Attending “Family” Mass on Sundays 
• Distribution of a faith newsletter 
Service:
• Catholic Charities
• Relay for Life
• Habitat for Humanity
• Adopt a Highway
• Bridge of Lubbock
• Lubbock Pancake Festival
Brotherhood: 
• Chi Rho 50th reunion 
• Movie/potluck dinner night
• Poker night
• Big Bro/Little Bro reveal
• Initiation dinner
• Video game night 
• Goat Roast
• Intramural basketball and softball 
We would like to thank everyone at St. Elizabeth’s
for their ongoing support of Chi Rho, and we 
look forward to our next 50 years of involvement!

--Annalisse Fontana
XP 77, Public Relations Chair
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Catholic Student Association
The Catholic Student Association (CSA) had a wonderful 
Spring semester! We started the semester off by  
welcoming back students with events such as game 
night, late night Mass on Campus, Block Party and  
socials. In January, a group of CSA members furthered 
the pro-life cause by attending the March for Life in  
Austin. We have continued our weekly events that 
include Dinner and a Rosary, Mass on Campus and 
The Rock- Praise and worship with student speakers 
with growth. We partnered with Catholic Charities for a 
service project in February. We went to their facility and 
helped with various projects like cleaning and painting. 
In March, we teamed up with Chi Ro for their Adopt-A-
Highway community service and assisted with cleaning 
up litter from the highway. During Lent on Fridays, we 
started a new program of providing meat-free lunch  
options on campus. We sold peanut butter and jelly  
sandwiches, apples, chips and water most every Friday 
on campus during the lunch hour. We also raised money 
for school supplies for a school in South Africa where 
a CSA member is currently studying aboard. This was 
a very successful event and we plan on continuing to 
provide this service in the years to come.

During Texas Tech’s Annual Arbor Day in April, CSA 
was awarded the Best Religious Organization of the 
2013-2014 year. CSA has been truly blessed this year to 
have so many opportunities to reach out to fellow  
students at Texas Tech! In May, we held our annual end 
of the year formal, where we recognized this year’s  
leaderships and accomplishments in all student ministries. 
We also announced the new 2014-2015 leadership for 
CSA, we are excited to pass this great ministry off to 
them and see all the great things that will happen in the 
Fall. 

Shelby Williams
CSA President 

 

DYRT
The Diocesan Youth Retreat Team (DYRT) is a ministry 
that focuses on preparing and administering retreats for 
the youth of the Diocese of Lubbock in the preparation 
for the confirmation of their Catholic faith. Our  
staffers receive leadership opportunities, spiritual 
growth, and friendships founded on a relationship with 
God. At retreats the youth are able to see that love for 
God reflected among the staffers. They also learn about 
His love through talks, activities, skits, discussions, and 
reflections led by the staffers.  
We have been able to reach more youth around the 
diocese as time progresses. In the spring of 2014 alone 
we staffed three retreats with almost 200 God-seeking 
young people attending. We also collaborated with the 
Diocese of Lubbock for the second time for this year’s 
Youth Rally with workshop leaders and staff that helped 
the rally become a reality. The youth rally saw around 
350 participants and chaperones who came from all 
over the Diocese of Lubbock.  
DYRT gives you thanks for your constant support and 
prayers throughout our 10 year, 62 retreat history. With 
your help we can continue to mold the spiritual lives of 
our youth and hope for a better future for our Church. 

Rob Tragni
DYRT Director
ilovedyrt@gmail.com

Words From Our Campus Minister
Greetings from Raiderland.  This has been another busy and successful year for Catholic Student Ministry.  We have too 
many accomplishments to list in this small newsletter and I hope you have enjoyed reading about many of them in this 
newsletter.  Some of the other great happenings that occurred are:
• We established a building committee for the new Catholic Student Center.  The committee has been meeting since 
April and have established a general timeline for the new student center; from the planning through the opening.  More 
information to come.
• Chi Rho and Raider Awakening both celebrated significant anniversaries during the spring semester.  Chi Rho 
celebrated 50 years of faith, service, and brotherhood and Raider Awakening celebrated 25 years of helping Red Raiders fall 
more in love with their Faith.
• The Catholic Student Association was awarded the “Outstanding Student Religious” organization by Texas Tech 
University.  
• A group of students traveled to Chicago to participate in the Capstone Conference, a part of the Empowering 
Student To Enliven The Ecclesial Mission (ESTEEM) conference.  This program engages seniors and graduate students in 
education and conversation about various aspects about the Church and how to continue to remain active in their Faith after 
graduation.

I thank you for the ongoing support each of you continue to provide to Catholic Student Ministry, either financially or 
through your ongoing prayers.  I ask you to please continue to pray for the growth of financial support for the student center 
and encourage you to consider becoming a regular donor, if you are not already.  This summer we will be revamping the 
website, so please be checking raidercatholic.org for the new design.

Lastly, please pray for the many incoming students who will be traveling to Lubbock for Red Raider Orientation as they 
prepare to become the newest generation of Red Raiders.  We will be providing several opportunities for these incoming 
students to become engaged with Catholic Student Ministry and grow deeper in their Faith as many before them have done.  
Thank you again for all your support. May the Lord continue to bless you.

Greg Ramzinski
Director
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